[image: image1.png]



Ordre Souverain Militaire et Hospitalier

de Saint-Jean de Jerusalem de Rhodes et de Malte

_____

Mission Permanente d’observation auprès de l’office des Nations Unies

et des autres Organisations Internationales à Genève

Sovereign Military Order of Malta

Universal Postal Union

24th Congress

General Debate

Statement by :

H.E. Marquis Gian Luca Chiavari

Minister of Finance and Budget

Geneva, 30th July 2008


Check against delivery

Permanent Observer Mission of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta

to the United Nations and other International Organizations at Geneva

Place Claparède 3 – 1205  Geneva – Switzerland – Tél: 022 346 86 87 – Fax : 022 347 08 61

e-mail : mission.order-malta@ties.itu.int, www.missionorderofmalta.org/UNGeneva

Mr. Chairman, 

Director General,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

I am honoured to address today, on behalf of the Sovereign Order of Malta, the 24th Congress of the Universal Postal Union. Allow me first of all to congratulate you, Mr. President, on your election and to thank the Director General, Mr. Edouard Dayan, for his invitation.

As this is the first time that the Sovereign Order of Malta has the opportunity of taking the floor, delegates may find it useful to have a brief introduction to the Order itself and to its worldwide humanitarian action. 

Founded over 900 years ago in Jerusalem, the Order’s territory was first situated in Rhodes, then in Malta and now in Rome. The Order of Malta is a sovereign subject of international public law and has established diplomatic relations with more than 100 states. It has a small territory and all attributes of a modern State (constitution, government, legislative and judicial powers). It also issues passports, coins, stamps and has signed postal agreements with 53 countries. Its postal service issued 377 series of stamps during the last 42 years. Thanks to a postal agreement with Italy, the letters bearing the Order’s stamps are dispatched to and distributed on all continents where there are the postal conventions. The stamps are denominated in Euros.

Originally, the Sovereign Order of Malta cared for the sick and the pilgrims to the Eastern Mediterranean and participated in their military defence. Today, it carries out large-scale humanitarian activities in 120 countries around the globe. The Order’s health related budget of over 1 billion dollars is superior to that of ministries of health of several small states.  Neutral, impartial and independent by vocation, it operates to relieve human suffering without distinction of race, religion, age or political belief, thus reaching out to some ten million people.

The Order of Malta has also been granted Permanent Observer status by the United Nations General Assembly.

The Sovereign Order of Malta’s worldwide relief agency, Malteser International, carries out its work in countries hit by natural or man made disasters. The Order’s international statute and its diplomatic links with many of the affected countries enable it to operate efficiently by allowing a speedy arrival of relief personnel and material and by guaranteeing the continuity of its humanitarian projects. For example, Malteser International has been cooperating with the German Postal Services (Deutsche Post AG) to deliver anti-mosquito nets to populations suffering of malaria.

We wish to deepen and broaden such partnerships with other UPU members, in a similar way to those set up with UN agencies, such as WHO, UNICEF, FAO, UNHCR, OCHA and others.

We congratulate the UPU for its efficiency and look forward to participating soon in the work of the Consultative Committee, through which we will be able to strengthen our co-operation.  

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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