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Mr. President,

Madam High Commissioner,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

The Sovereign Order of Malta welcomes this opportunity to participate in the General Segment of the Council’s 7th Session. Following the process of institution-building during the previous sessions, the Council is now called upon to meet the high expectations placed in it by addressing human rights violations wherever they may occur. My Delegation fully supports the Secretary-General’s call in his address to the opening of this Session for a “universal application of human rights values …. without selectivity”. We strongly believe that this is the only way forward to ensure the Council’s success and guarantee that its work will have an impact on the lives of our fellow human beings, victims of human rights abuses.

The Order of Malta’s humanitarian vocation is renewed every day by its assistance towards the poor, the disabled, refugees, internally displaced persons, the homeless, lepers, children or the aged. Amongst its beneficiaries in 120 countries many are suffering because of human rights violations. It is therefore of the greatest importance that the Council continue to focus on the improvement of the human rights situation in areas of conflict.

My Delegation will also give its full attention to the forthcoming debates on specific issues related directly to the well-being of persons such as progress on the implementation of the recommendations contained in the study on the human rights of persons with disabilities and the implementation of the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. In this context we noted with interest the announcement made by the Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan in his statement during the High-Level Segment that his country “intends to take the initiative in eradicating discrimination against leprosy-affected persons and their families”. As the Order of Malta has a long tradition of fighting leprosy and carries out programmes to screen infected persons, provide medical care and rehabilitate the sick, it fully supports Japan’s proposal.

Mr. President,

The Order of Malta shares the views of the Council’s 29 members that during the last Session voted in favour of the resolution on the “Elimination of all forms of intolerance and of discrimination based on religion or belief”. This commitment constitutes a further base on which we need to build our endeavours to ensure that freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief are implemented through appropriate legislative systems; it will also enable us to strengthen our combat against all forms of intolerance and of discrimination based on religion and belief.

Another important document before us is the High Commissioner’s “Report on the draft guiding principles on extreme poverty and human rights: the rights of the poor”. It outlines the different aspects of the problems faced by persons suffering from extreme poverty and contains a number of constructive proposals with a view to advancing the process of incorporating extreme poverty into the international system of human rights, including legal provisions to sanction offenders against the human rights of poverty-stricken people and their families. As the fight against poverty is precisely at the heart of the Order of Malta’s mission, we shall be following this process closely.

The High Commissioner’s Report on “The issue of Palestinian pregnant women giving birth at Israeli checkpoints” has also retained my Delegation’s attention, as the Order of Malta’s Holy Family Hospital in Bethlehem remains the first and only neo-natal intensive care unit in the Bethlehem area, thus providing much-needed general medical, surgical and maternity services to the population at large. However, it can only carry out its work if pregnant women have rapid and unlimited access to its healthcare services; mobility restrictions through roadblocks and checkpoints can cause serious dangers and involve high risks for the person’s health.

With regard to the report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, the Order of Malta would like to reiterate its deep concern at the large number of women and girls who suffer different forms of violence when becoming victims of sexual aggression by militia and armed groups. The Order runs a number of programmes that offer medical care to the victims of such violence, but we all know that humanitarian assistance cannot totally overcome the consequences and that therefore it is the causes that need to be addressed urgently.

Finally I would like to thank you, Mr. President, for your guidance and important contribution to the Council’s work and the High Commissioner for her tireless efforts and outstanding dedication to the promotion and implementation of human rights all over the world.

Thank you.
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