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Mr. President,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

The theme chosen for the ECOSOC Humanitarian Affairs Segment 2006 is of direct relevance to the activities being carried out by the Sovereign Order of Malta’s worldwide relief service “Malteser International”.  Our Delegation is therefore listening carefully to the statements and panel discussions and has given full attention to the Secretary-General’s reports before us. 

Recent experiences of natural disasters and complex emergencies have illustrated the importance of linking the first phase of emergency relief to rehabilitation and development assistance. It is specifically for this purpose that Malteser International was created in 2005. By bringing together the human, material and financial resources of the Order of Malta’s 46 national associations, Malteser International is able to combine its relief activities with over 50 years experience in specialised humanitarian aid and to  strengthen its response capacity in all phases of  a given crises. First, it targets basic and life-saving aid such as provision of food, water, shelter and health care services. Once these needs are covered, rehabilitation projects are developed to reduce vulnerability and poverty, helping the affected community set up its own survival means for the future. Malteser International currently runs 200 projects in 40 countries in Asia, Africa, America and Eastern Europe, thereby providing help for more than seven million people worldwide.

The Secretary-General’s report on Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations outlines the need for improvements in the international humanitarian response system. The Order of Malta welcomes initiatives   enhancing practical coordination and decision-making directed towards realities on the ground, with due respect for the specific characteristics of each operational actor, irrespective of its size. In this context it has followed with interest the launch of the concept of “clusters” and has noted that its development offers the opportunity for a broadening engagement with non-United Nations actors.  The Order of Malta has longstanding partnerships with a large range of humanitarian actors, including UN agencies, states and NGOs both international and local. While emphasising its neutrality, independence and impartiality, it reaffirms its commitment to this cooperation, and will support the coordination process to the maximum of its possibilities.

With regard to the Central Emergency Response Fund – CERF - created by the General Assembly in 2005, the Order of Malta fully recognizes the need for ensuring predictable and rapid financing. It has noted with satisfaction that “Donor funding to CERF must be additional to the timely support from donors to the emergency response funds and appeals of individual agencies and humanitarian organizations – particularly those who are not eligible for CERF funding-“ (A/61/85-E/2006/81 – para.32). This is an important point, as the support of public and private donors is essential to the work of all, in particular to independent stakeholders whose visibility in the field can attract substantial donations. Direct contributions to aid agencies and partners therefore remain essential if improvements to the humanitarian response system are to ensure continued involvement of all actors. 

This report also addresses the problem of gender-based violence in conflict settings which remains a significant and growing concern. In the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Order of Malta, in cooperation with the local health authorities, has since 2003 developed a program ensuring psycho-social assistance to women and girls brutalized in the war. During 2005 alone more than 10’000 mistreated victims sought medical and psycho-social aid in the health centres supported by Malteser International.

Mr. President,

Allow me to turn now to the Secretary-General’s reports respectively on “strengthening emergency relief, rehabilitation, reconstruction and prevention in the aftermath of the Indian Ocean tsunami and the South Asian earthquake disasters”.  

The Order of Malta fully supports the principle of involving local communities in recovery. Malteser International has experience in this field, having already applied this approach successfully in Kosovo and more recently in the Tsunami hit areas of India, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Indonesia. In its programs Malteser International included local communities and structures in the planning and implementation of all phases from emergency relief to rehabilitation, thereby promoting sustainable self-sufficiency, personal responsibility and capacity building. This assistance towards self-help focuses on creating stable, humane living conditions and generating income by donating tools to craftsmen, boats to fishermen, by re-establishing workshops and small enterprises  and by creating employment in “cash-for-work” programmes. Other activities focus on medical, health and psycho-social care, hospital equipment, water and sanitation, as well as the reconstruction of permanent housing, schools and orphanages. Malteser International is extending similar assistance to the victims of the earthquake in Pakistan and India.

Furthermore Malteser International is in full activity providing earthquake relief on Java. In addition to an emergency hospital it runs health centres and mobile clinics and has taken preventive measures to provide emergency medical relief in the case of another eruption of the volcano.

Mr. President,

In conclusion, allow me to underline that the Order of Malta, while pursuing its 900-year old mission to alleviate human suffering, is fully in line with the recommendations relevant to its action contained in the above-mentioned reports. I also wish to reiterate the Order’s commitment to quality in humanitarian aid, to rapid disaster response and to accountability and transparency, both towards donors and populations in need. 

Thank you.
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