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Mr. President,

Distinguished Delegates,

The Delegation of the Sovereign Order of Malta wishes to thank the independent experts for their in-depth and extensive reports on the issues before us. The Council’s discussions on human rights and extreme poverty and human rights obligations related to access to safe drinking water and sanitation are of particular relevance to the Order’s mission of assistance to the poor and the suffering, with special attention to the poorest amongst the world’s people.   Through its health and social welfare activities in 120 countries, the Order strives to reduce inequalities and social exclusion by delivering medical and humanitarian aid, as called for by the Millennium Development Goals. 

In this context the Joint Report of the Independent Experts on their mission to Bangladesh is of special interest, as it underlines that poverty reduction, human rights and access to sanitation and water are integrally linked. We fully share this analysis, as water is essential for life, health and human dignity. In her statement, Ms. Catarina de Albuquerque mentioned the alarming figures according to which WHO estimates that some 2.6 billion people worldwide lack basic sanitation and 1.1 billion do not have access to water and hygiene practices. Furthermore, a number of vector-borne diseases are related to poor water supply and sanitation. While focusing on alleviating poverty, it is therefore essential to implement measures and programs that embrace the strong links between health, water, sanitation and hygiene. In situations of armed conflict and natural disasters such services need to be put into action immediately in the emergency phase, so as to prevent  illness and death. 

Mr. President,
The improvements to the Draft Guiding Principles on extreme poverty and human rights, as proposed by Ms. Magdalena Sepulveda Carmona in document A/HRC/15/41, close existing gaps and outline the way forward. The Order of Malta welcomes the emphasis put therein on the centrality of human dignity,  the notion of the family, the principles of equality and non-discrimination, the rights to life, personal security and physical integrity, to an adequate standard of living, to health, safe drinking water and sanitation and to education. We also fully support the proposals made with regard to ensuring international assistance and cooperation, in particular the importance of long-term support, coordination, predictability and capacity building. We hope that the Council will finalize these Guiding Principles, thus allowing all stakeholders working on poverty issues  to strengthen their efforts towards the elimination of extreme poverty. The Order of Malta will continue to carry out its worldwide humanitarian activities in this spirit.

Thank you Mr. President.
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