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Mr. President,

Distinguished Delegates,

Our Delegation would like to thank the Advisory Committee for having revised the set of Principles and Guidelines for the elimination of discrimination against persons affected by leprosy and their family members. We welcome the updated and finalized version before us.
As already mentioned in previous statements to this Council the Sovereign Order of Malta has been constantly engaged in combating Hansen’s disease for many centuries. To-day, it continues to provide medical  and psychological assistance to affected people and their families in a number of countries through its foundation CIOMAL and its worldwide relief agency, Malteser International. The Order’s work also focuses on raising public awareness and running information campaigns to promote early detection of first signs of the disease. In this context, it fights against the numerous forms of discrimination suffered on the grounds of having or having had leprosy.
Furthermore, the Order of Malta is presently funding laboratory research and clinical trials through its MALTALEP program, which is recognized by the World Health Organization to be the main source of financing for leprosy research worldwide. Launched in 2006, the program has recently provided important results and is thus contributing to the final goal of eradicating the disease. Consideration should therefore in due course also be given to including such information in the listing of the guidelines’ Awareness-raising measures (see para. 13). 
Mr. President,
For all these reasons, the Order of Malta attaches particular importance to the implementation of the Principles and Guidelines and encourages Council members to adopt the draft resolution currently being finalized.  Our gratitude goes to the Japanese Authorities for their strong commitment and tireless efforts in this matter. 

Thank you, Mr. President.
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